its antilabor component, and points correctly to the vital importance of the intersection of public and private sector in explaining how a numerically quite small anticommunist movement was able to have such an outsized impact.
Nevertheless, there is not a lot of room for nuance in this account, and little focus on parts of the early anticommunist milieu that might have complicated his interpretation. The ways that countersubversives, a notoriously fractious group, diverged and conflicted over matters of ideology, personality, and interest is not a central concern of the book; tensions between key elements of the larger movement, such as between international capitalists and ethnonationalists, or between liberal, left-wing, and conservative anticommunists, are mentioned only in passing; the complex interaction between domestic anticommunism and arguments over foreign relations is deemed insignificant; and the varying fortunes of anticommunist politics in general are not analyzed in any systematic way. Fischer's choice of subjects produces a rather circular conclusion: by dismissing the AFL as a patsy for capital, and by taking few anticommunists seriously beyond those on the probusiness Right (no mention here of the many former communists who became vocal anticommunists, for instance), it is not surprising that he finds interwar anticommunism to conform more or less exclusively to an antilabor mold. By co-opting the metaphor of the spider web, an idea originally used by his subjects to demonize and stereotype left-wing radicalism, as his central descriptor for interwar anticommunism, he risks overstating the coherence of his subject group and drifting toward reductive generalizations about their goals and impact. "Anticommunist conspiracy theory, anticommunist propaganda, and the actions of many anticommunists ultimately encouraged the destruction of democracy and its replacement by a system of government by kinship group or tribe," he concludes sweepingly (244). This is largely a synthetic work, based on secondary and published primary sources rather than archival research. Large sections of its content, especially in the first three chapters, will be familiar to scholars of the field. However, the work is well executed and offers a clear line through a complex and sometimes messy subject. The most valuable contributions are to be found in the chapters on John Bond Trevor and Jacob Spolansky. Trevor provides a critical link between Red Scare repression, the eugenic-influenced immigration restriction politics of the 1920s, and the conservative resurgence in the late 1930s and 1940s. Spolansky, meanwhile, provides a colorful example of the type of selfappointed patriotic investigators who oscillated between public bodies charged with countersubversive intelligence and investigation activities at state and federal levels, and those groups in private industry who concerned themselves with weakening union influence. Both chapters add valuable information on these illustrative nodes in the interwar antiradical network and highlight the continuity such individuals gave to anticommunist politics over several decades.
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